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CONVOCATION


The Chair of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples is pleased to invite the representatives of the member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) and the representatives of the indigenous peoples of the Americas to the Second Meeting of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus of the Working Group, to be held from January 26 to 28, 2004, at the headquarters of the OAS in Washington, D. C.

This convocation is issued pursuant to the mandate contained in resolution AG/RES. 1919 (XXXIII-O/03) adopted by the General Assembly of the OAS, held in Santiago, Chile, in June 2003 and based on the decision taken by the Working Group at its meeting of December 16, 2003.  This meeting will follow the same methodology as that used for the initial meeting held from November 10 to 12, 2003.

At this meeting participants will review the texts of Section Three (Cultural Identity) and Section Tour (Organizational and Political Rights) of the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.

The mechanism for participation by representatives of the indigenous peoples in this Second Meeting will be similar to that established for the Initial Meeting.  This mechanism, already agreed upon by the Working Group, is described in document GT/DADIN/doc.140 rev. 1.

For the purposes of the foregoing paragraph, the indigenous peoples are asked to ratify those who took part in the Initial Meeting of Negotiations, or else appoint a new expert or indigenous leader, by no later than Monday, January 5, 2004.  This decision should be conveyed to Mr. Jorge Sanín of the OAS Secretariat for the Summits Process (jsanin@oas.org) (fax: 202-458-6365).

The agenda for the meeting is attached.
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